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monia, and fifteen minims of tincture of chloroform in an
ounce of water every four hours.

9th.-Pulse 102. The bowels have not been opened to-
day. The purpuric eruption is very bright all over the
thighs, body, legs, and arms. There are a few spots on the
face ; sordes on the lips; the breath is very offensive. He

spits a great deal of bloody froth. To take brandy-and-
water every hour.-Evening: Pulse 100 ; temperature 99 6&deg;.
Bowels costive. Ordered a castor-oil enema, with which
nothing came away. A large poultice to be applied to the
back. Eyes bloodshot. Makes very little water, and that is ’
of a dark amber colour. Ordered thirty grains of chloral
hydrate. The dose was repeated in an hour, as the first had
not acted.
lOth.-Pulse 104; temperature 96&deg;; respiration 28, la-

boured. Slept a little last night; slightly delirious this
morning. Face dusky; less pain in the back. Urine of a
clear dark amber colour; specific gravity 1012, acid, slightly
albuminous, containing traces of blood and epithelial scales;
chlorides much diminished. As the bowels had not been

opened, he had another enema, but without effect. -

Twelve o’clock : Is in a comatose condition, with bloody
froth continually issuing from his mouth. Breathing ster-
torous. Subsultus tendinum.
He remained in this comatose condition until death,

which took place at about two o’clock. A quarter of an hour
afterwards the body had a very strong cadaveric odour,
and the skin was of a peculiarly livid hue.

Autopsy, tmenty-two hours after death.-The rigidity was
considerable. The neck, face, shoulders, and back were of
an intensely dark-purple colour ; the chest, legs, and arms
were thicky covered with dark purpuric spots.-Head : There
were large patches of ecchymosis in the periosteum above
each temporal muscle ; some small patches of effused lymphon the arachnoid ; fluid in the subarachnoid space ; vessels
much engorged; brain-substance firm, presenting a few
red points on section; about a drachm of fluid in the ven-
tricles. The cord and membranes were firm and much con-
gested.&mdash;Thorax: The right lung was very cedematous and
intensely congested; bronchi filled with yellowish fluid.
Weight, 1 lb. 912 oz. The left lung was adherent at the
back; in the same condition as the other, with much em-
physema. Weight, lib. 12&frac12; oz. There was some fluid in
the pericardium; the right ventricle was empty; in the
left there was a small fibrous clot; the valves were healthy.
Weight of heart, 11 oz. All the thoracic viscera eoohy-
mosed.-Abdomen: The liver was cirrhosed; left lobe con-
tracted; edges rounded; stained yellow; had a distinct
smell of bile; lobules well marked. Weight, 4 lb. 3 oz.
The gall-bladder contained two drachms of dark bile. The
capsule of the spleen was thickened and studded with patches
of ecchymosis; the substance very firm and ansemic, like
Taw beef or light hepatised lung. Weight 8 oz. The kid-
neys were healthy, but enlarged; the lining membrane of
the pelves ecchymosed; putrefaction commencing. Weight,
1 lb. 512 oz. The mesentery was congested; the colon full
of ecchymosed patches. The small intestines were full of

scybala; noecohymosis; some congestion of Peyer’s patches
and glands.
Remarks.-Dr. Campbell prefers to consider this case one

of petechial typhus rather than of cerebro-spinal menin-
gitis, as, though corresponding in many respects with both
these affections, in his opinion, it more closely resembled
the former. Many of its symptoms strongly resembled
those presented by the epidemic of cerebro-spinal menin-
,gitis described by Dr. Mapother of Dublin as malignant
purple fever. The most important symptoms, however
- the intense headache, the persistent vomiting, and the
painful retraction of the head-were wanting; nor were the
appearances observed in the post-mortem examination en-
tirely in favour of that disease. In calling it petechial
typhus he has taken as his guide the typical case given by
Dr. Felix von Niemeyer in his Practice of Medicine (English
translation of the seventh German edition, vol. ii., p. 565),
and has prefixed the dualification acute on account of its
rapid fatality. The analogy, he observes, is nearly perfect,
except that in the above-mentioned account no mention is
-made of the profuse bloody sputum, and that violent delirium
is noted as a constant symptom. The spleen, which is thera
described as being large and soft, was in this case found to
be small and firm, but this discrepancy may perhaps be ac-
counted for by the extremely rapid course of the disease.

Dr. Niemeyer does not make any mention of petechi&aelig; in
the kidneys nor in the large intestine. As there was no

history of a rigor, Dr. Campbell is unable to calculate the
duration of the disease in this case from its commencement
to its termination.

PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL REPORTS.

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE INFIRMARY.

THE following operations (for the record of which we are
indebted to Mr. F. Page) were performed in this hospital
on Tuesday, March 7th:&mdash;

1. Lithotomy.- A uric-acicd calculus weighing 146 grains
was removed by Dr. G. Y. Heath from the bladder of a
boy, aged four years, who had shown symptoms of stone
for nearly two years.

2. Lithotomy.-An ovoid stone weighing an ounce and a
half was removed by Dr. Heath from the bladder of a man
who had urinary symptoms for five years.

In each case a tube was introduced into the bladder, and
retained there for twenty-four hours, as is customary in
this infirmary. It is now several years since a death from
lithotomy occurred in the Newcastle Infirmary. Since

August, 1859, upwards of thirty patients have been success-
fully operated upon by Dr. Heath. The eldest of these was
seventy, and the youngest two, years of age.

3. Am_putation of the Arm.-Dr. Heath removed the left
arm of a healthy-looking man at the shoulder-joint, for
malignant disease involving the lower half of the humerus,
by means of a square flap cut from the deltoid. The patient
was a stonemason, and two years ago had fallen a distance
of six or eight feet and thus fractured his humerus two
inches above the elbow. Two months later, when the splints
were permanently removed, a considerable thickening was
noticed at the seat of injury, which continued to increase
until it reached the size of an ostrich’s egg. Very little
blood was lost during the operation. On a microscopic ex-
amination the tumour was found to present the character-
istics of a malignant growth. It was noticed that the lower
fragment of bone was far more implicated than the upper.
Proper union between the two seemed never to have taken
place. The man stated that he had been able to work in
part at his trade for twelve months after the removal of the
splints.
Two other limbs have very recently been removed at this

infirmary above the knee for malignant disease of the
fibula. In the one case (Mr. L. Armstrong’s) the disease
was of seven months’ standing, the skin had already ulee-
rated, and extensive bleeding had taken place; in the other
(Dr. Heath’s ca:;e) the tumour had existed only six months,
but was rapidly increasing in size, and the superjacent skin
was discoloured.

Medical Societies.
ROYAL MEDICAL AND CHIRURGICAL SOCIETY.

TUESDAY, MARCH 14TH, 1871.
MR. CURLING, F.R.S., PRESIDENT, IN THE CHAIR.

THE new President, on taking the chair for the first time,
thanked the Society for the honour it had done him-an.
honour which was the more grateful to him, as to its
Transactions he had contributed most of his published
works. He had experienced difficulty in taking the chair
after such a man as Dr. Burrows; but he did it with a
hearty determination to support the prestige of the Society.
ON XANTHELASMA PALPEBRABUM, AND ITS SIGNIFICANCE AS

A SYMPTOM.

BY JONATHAN HUTCHINSON, T.B.C.S.j
SENIOR SURGEON TO THE LONDON HOSPITAL,

SURGEON TO MOORFIELDS AND TO THE HOSPITAL FOR SKIN DISEASES.

The author stated that his paper concerned the buff or
yellow patches, not very unfrequently seen near the inner
angles of the eyelids, which had been described by Dr.
Addison under the name Vitiligoidea plana, and which had
been accurately figured by Mr. Wilson, Hebra, and several


